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This is interview #1 with Mr. Ralph E. Howe (E middle
initial stands for Eugene) of La Habra, California. The
interview is being conducted in Whittier. Today is September 12, 1972, Arena interviewing. Mr. Howe, may we begin by my
asking you where and when you were born?

ARENA:

HOWE:

I was born in Vicksburg, Michigan.

ARENA:

And what year?

HOWE:

1909.

ARENA:

How is it that you find yourself in California?
you or the family first come out here?

HOWE:

Well, we came to California in 1910.
nothing of Michigan.

ARENA:

Do you recall what it was that made your father want to
move out here, by the way?

HOWE:

His health.
He wanted to come out because he had rheumatism bad in Michigan.
It was too damp back there.

ARENA:

As a matter of fact, did it help him, do you recall?

HOWE:

Yes, it did.

ARENA:

May I ask how long he lived?
way?

HOWE:

No.

He died in 1953.

When did

I can remember

Is he still living, by the
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ARENA:

I see.

What was his occupation?

HOWE:

He was an engineer, a steam engineer.

ARENA:

Had he gone through a college or technical school for his
education?

HOWE:

No. He just worked in various paper mills and was running
the steam part of it, the boilers and the engines.

ARENA:

When he did come out to California, did he continue that
same line of work?

HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

And where was he employed here?

HOWE:

California Domestic Water Company.
on Whittier Boulevard.

ARENA:

Would that be the company where the plant is located just
across from where the Nixon market used to be?

HOWE:

Well, that's right.

ARENA:

What would the precise address be now?

HOWE:

I really wouldn't know.

ARENA:

How about the intersection of the main streets? We could,
of course, check this in the phone book later, but I was
just wondering.

HOWE:

Well, it would be west of Santa Gertrudes [Avenue].

ARENA:

And it is on Whittier Boulevard.

HOWE:

It's on Whittier Boulevard, yes.

ARENA:

Do you recall what Whittier Boulevard was called at that
time? Was it still called Whittier Boulevard?

HOWE:

Well, I can remember it.
I can remember when that was
dirt. As far as remembering what they called it, I don't
think they called it a boulevard, because it wasn't.
It
was just a road.

ARENA:

Now, would you mind giving an idea of your own education,
what schools you attended, where and how long?

It's still out here
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HOWE:

I went to East Whittier School, started the first grade
there.

ARENA:

The East Whittier Elementary School?

HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

Which is now still there, and now located on Whittier
Boulevard.

HOWE:

Thatls right. And then I went to Whittier High School.
I went two years to Whittier High School, and I went two
years to San Fernando High School, but I was only a junior
when I quit school.
I went four years to high school, but only
racked up three.
So that was about the extent of my education, and
then I started working.
ARENA:

May I ask you what your work has been, Mr. Howe, and are
you still employed or are you retired?

HOWE:

No, 1 1 m retired now. The company that I worked for went
to Texas.
I'd probably still be working if they were
here.

ARENA:

What was the company and what did you do?

HOWE:

Well, it was an oil tool company.
It was the Dresser
Industries. They were right here in Whittier.

ARENA:

Have you been in that line all your life or doing the work
that you did for them all your life, I should say?

HOWE:

Well, I started in machine shops in 1934, and live been
in it ever since.
I put in thirty-one years for this
last company.
I worked in Bakersfield [California] for
three years for Hopper Machine Works, and they made oil tools and
drilling equipment. And then I was in Los Angeles [California].
ARENA:

Was your precise work that of a machinist?

HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

I see. The next question lid like to ask you is where
and when you first met any of the Nixon family? Was
Harold [Samuel Nixon] the very first person you met among
the Nixons?

HOWE:

Yes, I believe he was.
I was at my unclels house on
Painter Avenue there, and they had built a house right
next to them, and I was down to see my uncle, and I was
out in the yard and Harold was out there and we got to talking,
and he said he lived in Yorba Linda [California] but they were

-4-

going to move over there, and then they were going to build a store
in East Whittier [California]. Well, that was the first that I met
Harold.
ARENA:

And do you remember anything else
meeting with Harold, for example,
said shortly that he was going to
that they moved over in 1922, and
itself.

about this very first
about what year? He
move. We know, of course,
it would be around 1922

HOWE:

That's right.

ARENA:

The other thing is, what was Harold like on this very first
meeting? Was he -easy to know?

HOWE:

Oh, yes.

ARENA:

Sometimes a strange kid comes in and they might not hit it
off, but how did you two hit it off?

HOWE:

Well, I just liked him and that was it.
good guy. Yeah, very likable person.

ARENA:

And the fact that you were, as you said off the tape a
few moments ago, only four months apart; that made a
difference.

HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

And from that moment on, would you say that you and Harold
were close friends all the way through to his death? And
when I say close friends, I mean meeting with him almost
every other day and all, except when he moved to Arizona?

HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

Outside of that, you had more or less daily contact with
Harold?

He was just a

HOWE:

Yes.
I used to see Harold, oh, several times when he was
real sick; and boy, what I mean, he was really sick. That
was before he went to Arizona. And then when he came back
from Arizona, jimminy, he looked great, he really did. You wouldn't
have known it was the same person. Boy, he was really thin when he
went down there, but when he come back he looked real good.
ARENA:

1 1 m looking at the card that was given to you by Mrs. Hannah
[Milhous] Nixon. And just for the record, the precise dates
of his birth and death are:
He was born in East Whittier,
California, June 1, 1909, and passed away at his home there March 7,
1933. This particular card was given to you and all of the pallbearers who were at Harold's funeral.
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HOWE:

That's right.

ARENA:

The postmarked date is Whittier, California, March 28,
3:30 p.m., 1933. And it does say the address, I1Mr. Ralph
Howe, Whittier, California, care of Fred Campbell."

HOWE:

That's my brother-in-law.

ARENA:

I see. And the return address looks like "R.R. I, Box
75-A, Whittier, California." As far as you know, was
that the return address and the mail box of Mr. and Mrs.
[Francis Anthony] Nixon at the time?

HOWE:

That's right.

ARENA:

I see. That's fine. Also for the record, this particular
card has various individually attached photographs of
Harold. And I see three photographs, four altogether, of
him. And you say that all of the pallbearers received the
same arrangement?

HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

As far as you know, the same cards too, the same views?

HOWE:

I think so, because I talked with Frank afterwards, after
I received that .

ARENA:

By Frank, this is Mr.
father.

[Francis Anthony] Frank Nixon, the

HOWE:

Yes.
I called him Frank, because I worked with him when
we built the cabin up at Big Bear [City, California] and
Russell Harrison, that was his brother-in-law and myself.
The three of us was up there for pretty nearly a month, and we got
this cabin all started and then they went back and then my brotherin-law and myself finished it.
ARENA:
HOWE:

While we're on that interesting point, Mr. Howe, about
when did that take place, the building of this cabin?

That was in 1929, and I think it was right around the
Fourth of July or a little before.
I couldnDt give you
the exact date on that, because I remember it was the
Fourth of July because we had a watermelon and I got sick on it.
I ate so much watermelon I got sick. And that's how I remember
it was in July. But I don't know whether it was the first two
weeks in July or the last, but I know that it was in that area.
[Laughter]
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ARENA:

And what else do you know about the purpose of the cabin?
In other words, was it just a special cabin arrangement
being built so that Harold could take advantage of it,
or was it for the whole family having a vacation cabin?

HOWE:

No. That was my brother-in-law and my sister',s cabin.
And they knew Mr. and Mrs. Nixon real well. They had a
service station out on the road further, and they knew
that he was a good carpenter, and this deal was on a hillside, and
my brother-in-law didn't want to start it without some good, you
know, advice on how to get started on a hillside so it wouldn't
slide off. And Frank was a good carpenter and so was HIS brotherin-law, so they agreed to go up and get the thing started right.
And the thing's still standing.
ARENA:

That's very interesting. And to be sure, would this be
the same brother-in-law, Mr. Fred Campbell; would that be
the one?

HOWE:

No.

ARENA:

In other words, your brother-in-law who ordered this cabin
to be built .

HOWE:

His name was Phillips, Merrill Phillips.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you if you recall that Frank Nixon
used to do this all the time, or was this like a special,
every-once-in-a-while job that he would take on, because
he did have the grocery store and the gasoline station in
1929?

HOWE:

That's right. Well, I think it was just kind of a--not a
sideline, because he was a good carpenter. He knew what
he was doing, and it wasn't a sideline with him at all.

ARENA:

Was all of the building being done by him, his brother-inlaw, Russell Harrison, and yourself?

HOWE:

That's right.

ARENA:

You three made the complete cabin?

HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

Would you describe it? In other words, how many rooms, the
materials and so forth?

HOWE:

Well, it was made out of wood, you know, and [Laughter]
well, it was on a hillside, and, oh gosh, to explain .
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ARENA:

Well, let me say, how many rooms?

HOWE:

Well, it had a living room, a large bedroom and a nice
bathroom, a good-sized bathroom .

ARENA:

And it was inside, not an outside privy.

HOWE:

That's right, on the inside. And it had a large kitchen.
And then it had a porch that surrounded three sides of it,
and that was it.
It had a real good view.

ARENA:

How about plumbing? Well, of course, for the bathroom you
had plumbing. And you fellows took care of all of that,
as well, the plumbing?

HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

How about electricity running out to it?

HOWE:

Well, my brother-in-law, he was good at electrical work,
and he put the wiring in, and so that part, the Nixons
didn't do that.

ARENA:

Do you recall on what type of land, in the sense that.
Did this cabin occupy an acre of land that your brother-inlaw owned?

HOWE:

Oh, no. They were lots, and I think he had one lot on
either side; yes, he had three lots, and the cabin was
built in the middle, on the middle lot, so that there was
a lot on each side of it, and the name of the street is Main Street
in Big Bear.
It's right across from Andrewos Camp.

ARENA:

And of course, this is Big Bear, California.

HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

And you must have been, if this was 1929, a young man
yourself, twenty years. How was Mr. [Francis Anthony]
Frank Nixon to work for?

HOWE:

Well, he was a good guy to work with.

ARENA:

Excuse me, you were working WITH him. Did I get the impression you were working WITH him or FOR him? In other
words, taking orders as a laborer, or how was that?

HOWE:

Well, I was working FOR him, you might say.

ARENA:

Let me ask you this, who was paying?

Frank
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HOWE:

Well, my sister and my brother-in-law were the ones who
were paying for the whole thing.

ARENA:

Did that mean that you did it out of, you might say, for
family considerations, or did he pay Mr. Frank Nixon and
HE paid you?

HOWE:

Oh, no, Frank didn't pay me, no.
Frank and also paid me.

ARENA:

If it isn't too personal, it would be interesting to know
how much was he paid, and how long did the job take?

HOWE:

Well, we were there for over a month, I do know that.

ARENA:

And you lived there all during that time?

HOWE:

Well, yeah, we lived in a tent.
[Laughter] We lived in
a tent until we got the thing up enough to where you could
kind of get in under it.
It was quite an experience.

ARENA:

Any of the other members of Mr. Frank Nixon's family come
to visit you? 11 m thinking of the boys or Mrs. Hannah Nixon?

HOWE:

No, they were down at the store.

ARENA:

By the way, was this at that time pretty accessible?
you get up there by car all the way to the cabin?

HOWE:

Yes.

ARENA:

You didn't have to depend on horses or anything like that?

HOWE:

No, it wasn't anything like that.

ARENA:

I didn't mean to cut you off, but I was just wondering if
you do remember what Mr. Nixon was paid by your brotherin-law.

HOWE:

Really, I don't know the financial arrangements on that
at all.
I don't know how they worked that part of it.

ARENA:

I think you did say it, and I want to be sure it's on the
record. You say the cabin is still there?

HOWE:

Right, it's still there.

ARENA:

And would you happen to know who owns it right now?

My brother-in-law paid

Could
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HOWE:

I really don't. I know that my sister sold it about five
or six years ago. My brother-in-law passed away, and then
she kept it for a long, long time, and then she finally
sold it.

ARENA:

Would you happen to know, even though none of the Nixons
came there during the building period, did they ever come
up there later, including the President himself?

HOWE:

Oh, yes, because Harold was sick, and that was after the
cabin was built. I was just trying to think. I think
that was about, because it was '29 that they were building
that, and it was probably '30 and it might have been part of '31
that they were up there for a month.

ARENA:

And by the Nixons, you mean the complete family?

HOWE:

Yes.

ARENA:

And at this time, of course, there was
Nixon, there was Harold, there was the
was Donald [Francis Donald Nixon]. By
[Burdg Nixon] was living still, wasn't

HOWE:

Yes, he was just a small

ARENA:

And the little shaver who was born in 1930 was Edward
[Calvert] Nixon. He was a baby in 1930. As a matter of
fact, do you recall if he was there too, if they brought
that little baby?

Mr. and Mrs. Frank
President, there
this time Arthur
he?

HOWE:

Well, that I don't know, because actually I was not there
when they had the cabin for the month there. See, they
went up there for Harold's health. And I think that
Mr. Nixon was up there part of the time, but Hannah was there all
of the time.
ARENA:

How long did they stay?

HOWE:

Well, they stayed a month, just to see how that altitude
would be for him for this condition that he had. And then
from there I know they went to Prescott. See, they tried
that first. They were there for a month first in that cabin, and
so then from there they did move to Prescott.

ARENA:

Mr. Howe, just for the record, did you ever get to visit
Harold out in Arizona yourself?

HOWE:

No, I never did.
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ARENA:

Also for the record, in addition to correspondence such
as this from the Nixon family, do you have any other papers
whatsoever, either between you and Harold or any other
members of the family over the years?

HOWE:

No, I really don't.

ARENA:

Do you recall that you did receive them, but you don't
have them any more, or he and you just never corresponded?

HOWE:

Well, that community out there, everybody knew everybody,
and

ARENA:

No, I was thinking of especially when he went away to
Arizona, whether or not he may have corresponded with
you.

HOWE:

No, I didn't hear from him until he came back, and then I
went to see him and boy, I was sure surprised. He looked
just fit as a fiddle.
He had really put on a lot of
weight and looked really good. Well, he looked like these pictures
here. And before he went there, gosh, his arms were just very thin,
you know, just real thin.
ARENA:

Now I'd like to go back again, from the standpoint of
recalling the early years, and more or less go right
through this in an-historical fashion.
For example, when
you met him in 1922, and he'd been born in 1909, he was about
twelve years old.
HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

Before you went to school together, what did you fellows
do? In other words, what games did you play? Did you
eat in his home? Did he visit you and eat in your home?

HOWE:

Harold ate at my house several times.
I ate at his house
lots of times. We only lived, it wouldn't be only a few
blocks apart, and you know how kids, after school and on
Saturdays, you'd go to see so-and-so and they'd come to
see you.

ARENA:

As a matter of fact, Mr. Howe, would
Harold were the closest buddies? In
your most constant buddy, and as far
pal around with you more than anyone

HOWE:

Well, there were about four of us that were pretty thick.

ARENA:

Would you mind giving their names?

you say that you
other words, was
as you know, did
else during this

and
he
he
period?
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HOWE:

Yeah.

There was Laverne Page and Raymond Page.

ARENA:

And would you happen to know if these gentlemen were still
living and where?

HOWE:

I know Laverne lived in Yorba Linda but Raymond, the last
I knew I think he lived in Oakland [California]. He works
for some airlines up there.
I haven't seen Raymond
since 1933. And then there was Riley McMurray.

ARENA:

Any other fellows?

HOWE:

Well, Harold Davis and there was Ralph Palmer. These kids
were all in the Sunday school class, and we all run around
together. And we belonged to a little club; they had the
Pioneer Club. I think we met every Thursday night, I think it was,
or something like that, out in Smith's barn, Macy Smith's barn,
and you know [Laughter] . . • . Wilford Haworth was the leader on
that. He was our Sunday school teacher. I believe Wilford is
dead. I really don't know, but the last I knew they lived in
Woodland '[California]. Is Woodland up by San Francisco?
ARENA:

I'm the wrong guy to ask.
in 1970.

I just came out to California

HOWE:

Oh, I see.

HOWE:

Woodland, I'm sure is up by San Francisco, or up in that
area, and that's where the last that I knew that he was.

ARENA:

Very good. By the way, on this Pioneer Club, was this a
club of your own making, you fellows, or was it tied in
with the church or school or something?

HOWE:

It was
in with the church. And the Pioneer Club was
very similar to the Boy Scouts. But now you see, at that
time out in East Whittier it wasn't like it is now. It
was all orange trees and walnut groves and things like that. So
we were quite a ways from town, so those boys out there, they had
nothing like a Boy Scout deal like they had in Whittier here. And
it was too far to come into Whittier here. So I don't know how the
thing actually originated, but they called it the Pioneer Club.
I
know we had these neckerchiefs and had "pioneer Club" on the back of
them, and it was put out by the Friends church.
I don't know if
they still have that kind of a thing going or not.
ARENA:

Would you happen to recall if the club was, maybe, statewide? Did it meet with Pioneer Clubs from anywhere else?

HOWE:

No.
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ARENA:

It was always just a little local club, and it might have
sponsored •

HOWE:

It could have been other churches that had the same thing,
like the Friends in other localities, I don't know.

ARENA:

Now President Nixon himself belonged to such clubs, besides
Sunday school, of course. He belonged to such groups as
Christian Endeavor. Did you belong to something like that
yourself by any chance?

HOWE:

Yes, I did.
I went to church out there and we were in
the Sunday school class and went to Christian Endeavor
and things like that.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you if you are a birthright Quaker
yourself, Mr. Howe?

HOWE:

Well, my letter's there. You see, I was only ten months
old when we came to this community out here.
I lived
right across from the. . . . Well, where that pumping
plant is.
In fact, our house is still there, the one with the big
palm tree in front of the little old wooden house there.
So that's
about the size of that.

ARENA:

You grew up in the East Whittier Friends Church.

HOWE:

Right, right, our whole activity was right around the
church and that was it.

ARENA:

Thinking back to some of these clubs individually, let's
take the Sunday school meetings. What do you recall about
the way that Mr. Haworth taught? Did he give homework?
Did he do all the talking, or did you fellows have a chance to
discuss things?

HOWE:

Well, you know, it was just like any Sunday school class,
or I imagine.
I don't know how they operate today, but
in those days, why you had a little lesson sheet and each
one would read out of this. You know, you'd read a verse and then
someone else would read a verse, and then you'd discuss it. And
it was interesting. He was a good teacher; everybody liked him.
He was a good sport.

ARENA:

Do you recall what his business was?

HOWE:

Yes, he was a chiropractor, but at the time he was our
teacher, I think he was going to Whittier College at that
time, I'm pretty sure. He was just a young man himself,
like in his twenties, just a young fellow.
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ARENA:

Just for the record, do you think that you may have some
of these original old study sheets, or any of your original Sunday school material of any type?

HOWE:

I doubt it.

BEGIN SIDE II TAPE I
ARENA:

While we're on the subject of your associations with
Harold in Sunday school, do you recall what Harold's
attitude was, from the standpoint of. . . .
I realize
this is rather hard, you might not remember now in detail, but just
how did he take the Sunday School class and, frankly, was he a
problem child, we'll say, for the teacher? Was he a kind of instigator? Did he just take things kind of quietly? How did he take
the Sunday School?
HOWE:

Harold was a leader; Harold was a leader. Everybody liked
Harold and, well, he was just a tremendous person, that's

ARENA:

Of this whole class.

HOWE:

That's right.

ARENA:

Now, what would be some examples of his leadership, in
the sense that, would he be the first one to have his hand
up, or would he be the first one to volunteer discussion
when it came and that sort of thing?

HOWE:

Well, I think that there were probably several in there
that had their hand up just as soon as he did, but .

Let me say this: Did Harold like to argue with the teacher
or his fellow students on these different points that would
come up in class, where there was room for argument, where,
say, a point came up and one person had one idea and another person
had another idea? How would Harold take to that?

ARENA:

HOWE:

Well, now, Harold had a mind of his own. Harold was real
smart, and especially in math; oh, that guy was good in
figures. That's something that I was very poor in.
I
didn't like it and so naturally I didn't take any of that in high
school.
I stayed out of algebra and all that stuff, just took
plain business arithmetic.
ARENA:

And you also would know Harold and math from the standpoint
of being in the same classroom with him, or were you in
the same class when you attended school, by the way?
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HOWE:

Well, in grammar school, yes.

ARENA:

The very same classroom, I see.

HOWE:

In the eighth grade.

ARENA:

And you recall that he did well in math?

HOWE:

Yes, he was real good.

ARENA:

By the way, Mr. Howe, since I've touched on that now for
a moment, do you remember some of your school teachers
there in elementary school that you and Harold had together. For example, was there a Miss. . .
I beg your
pardon.

HOWE:

Her name was Miss [Evelyn G.] Flowers, the teacher, and as
I recall she was teacher and also--well, not the superintendent.

ARENA:

The principal, maybe.

HOWE:

Principal, that's what I'm trying to think of. Yes, she
was teacher and also the principal of the eighth grade.

ARENA:

Would you happen to know if she may still be living?

HOWE:

I doubt it, I doubt it very much.

ARENA:

How about Miss H. Esther Williams?

HOWE:

Well, Miss Williams, yeah.

ARENA:

Then you had her as a teacher.

HOWE:

Yes.

No.
Miss Williams?

I remember Miss Williams.

ARENA:

How about a Miss, at that time, Miss [Edith] Jessup; now
she's Mrs. Comfort? But does Miss Jessup ring a bell?
She may have had you for certain classes.
I understand
that the students then were on a kind of special system where you
changed teachers, almost as you do in college; you went from
teacher to teacher on the elementary level. Do you recall that?
HOWE:

I don't recall that.

ARENA:

Maybe that was done when Richard Nixon attended.
I know
it was done later, and maybe it wasn't done when you were
there.
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HOWE:

That could have been. Right. See Richard was three years
behind. He was in the fifth grade when Harold and I were
in the eighth.

ARENA:

And the school ended at the eighth, by the way, so for a
while you attended the same school as Richard although
not in the same classes.

HOWE:

That's right.

ARENA:

I see.

HOWE:

I had a sister who was in the same class with him.

ARENA:

You said had, is she still living?

HOWE:

Yes, she's still living.

ARENA:

I see.

HOWE:

No, Washington, the state of Washington.

ARENA:

May I have her full name?

HOWE:

Her name is Dora--well, now, let's see.
married name?

ARENA:

Her present name, yes.

HOWE:

Her name is Dora Hobson.

ARENA:

And offhand, you wouldn't have her phone number in your
mind, but you would have that at home possibly? And her
address?

HOWE:

Well, I have her address.
It is Box 350, Monroe, and
that's fifteen miles out of Seattle.

She lives in Washington.

D.C. or the state?

You want her

ARENA:

That's fine.
Same class as the President. And I don't
want to get off the track on Harold. Let's take him, now,
from the standpoint of your associations with him in the
Pioneer Club. Would you say that the same thing held true there,
that he was a leader?
HOWE:

He was a leader, yeah. He was a good boxer too.
to box up in the barn there.

ARENA:

With boxing gloves, by the way?

HOWE:

Oh, yeah, with boxing gloves.

He was pretty good.

We used

[Laughter]
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ARENA:

Under your own supervision, or did you have someone in
charge?

HOWE:

Oh, Wilford Haworth, I guess he was then the leader; he
was the one that kind of took charge of it, and he matched
us up according to size, and Harold and I were about the
same size, so I always got Harold, and he was a tough one.
[Laughter]

ARENA:

As a matter of fact, did he ever knock you down, or out?

HOWE:

Oh, yeah--no, not out.

ARENA:

Never that hard.

HOWE:

They wouldn't let us get THAT wild but boy, he'd swing
some pretty good ones.

ARENA:

Were you and Harold the heaviest in the group, by the way,
would you say?

I would say that Harold and I were probably the heaviest
as I recall it. Well, now, like Ralph Palmer, he was
quite a bit shorter than we were, and he was quite a bit
thinner. Now he's taller than I am. But that's when you're twelve,
thirteen years old, you know.

HOWE:

ARENA:

You mentioned a nickname for a certain person.
the nickname?

What was

HOWE:

Oh, Ralph Palmer.

ARENA:

Any particular reason for that?

HOWE:

Oh, well, I think it was just because he was a little guy,
and he was good on an acting bar. And that guy'd swing
around; we'd call him Sap.

ARENA:

I

HOWE:

Yeah.

ARENA:

We better keep this confidential. How about nicknames
for some of the others, including Harold and yourself?

HOWE:

Well, truthfully, I don't recall any nicknames of Harold.
That was the only one that I can remember, old Sap, that
we used to call him Sap. All the rest of us were just
our regular names.

We used to call him "Sap" Palmer.

imagine that does not still go today.
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ARENA:

Do you recall that Harold ever lost his temper with you,
or with any of his boxing opponents; let's say, he fought
for blood, so to speak?

HOWE:

Oh, no, no.

ARENA:

That never took place.

HOWE:

No.

ARENA:

Do you happen to know how the parents, especially Mother
Hannah Nixon, took to this idea of boxing?

HOWE:

We never come home with a bloody nose or black eyes, or
anything like that.

ARENA:

I gather she knew about it, by the way.

HOWE:

Oh, yeah.

ARENA:

As far as you recall, was there ever any objection, by
Harold's parents, the President's parents, of course, or
your own?

HOWE:

No, I don't recall any.
up, you know.

ARENA:

How about some of the other things that you kids did ln
the Pioneer Club? Any other games or sports?

HOWE:

Oh, yeah. On the sports end, see, it was always at night,
when we'd meet out there, along in the evening, oh, we'd
play hide-and-go-seek and things like that.
It was a big,
old barn and, golly, we had a lot of fun in that barn.

ARENA:

And this was still the barn of Macy Smith?

HOWE:

Macy Smith, yeah.

ARENA:

Did you fellows ever, on this Pioneer Club schedule of
events, ever take off for camp anywhere, including just
your own camp, where you hiked?

HOWE:

He had a very good disposition, easy to get along wifu .

We were just ordinary kids growing

Well, Wilford took us on an overnight trip down to, well,
it was east of Laguna [Beach, California].
It would be
about where Dana Point is now. And that was just bean
fields out there at that time, no houses, no nothing. And then we
went down off over the cliffs and camped down there over night. He
took the whole bunch of us boys down there.
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ARENA:

Mr. Howe, thinking back, do you recall that Sunday school
classes were enjoyable, rather than looking back from your
position now and thinking what you were thinking at that
time? Did you enjoy going to Sunday school classes?

HOWE:

Yes.
I think kids in those days did.
It was our entertainment. Well, today, I don't think that the kids feel
for the church like they did in those days. That was our
activity. We had a good time there and we enjoyed it, and we
learned a lot about the Bible too.
Everybody benefited from it.

ARENA:

Let me ask you this. Did you ever cut class on purpose,
and what happened if you did, if you can recall? Did
that . . .

HOWE:

Oh, like from Sunday School?

ARENA:

Just, you know, cut the class, not attend Sunday school.

HOWE:

No, I think everybody .

ARENA:

You didn't think about it either.

HOWE:

No, that was our activity.

ARENA:

You really wanted to go.

HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

Would you say that was true of Harold himself?

HOWE:

Right. Now, like to stay for church, why, none of us
liked that. We liked to go to Sunday school because we
had a good Sunday school teacher. He kept us interested.
It wasn't just to go up there and sit there and look at the paper.
He kept the meeting going. He was good.

ARENA:

As a matter of fact, how long was Sunday class?

HOWE:

It would last an hour.

ARENA:

And what part of the day?

HOWE:

Well, 10 o'clock till about 11:00. Church was supposed to
be from 11:00 to 12:00, but it always lasted till 1:00,
[Laughter] or 12:30, you know, something like that.

ARENA:

How about music and Harold's ability there? Do you recall
if he had any musical ability or played any instrument?
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HOWE:

Really, I don't.

No, I wouldn't know anything about that.

ARENA:

Did you ever get to meet Harold's grandmother, by any
chance? And this would be Mrs. Almira Milhous, who lived
in the original Milhous home.

HOWE:

That's the one down here.

ARENA:

That used to be on the Quad [Shopping Center], and has
been moved just off the Quad.

HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

You knew who she was.

HOWE:

Oh, yes. That's right. Well, people in those days knew
who people were. You know, youOd say, "That's the Howe
boy," or "This's the Nixon boy," or something like that.

Well, I have seen her many times.

As far as . .

ARENA:

I was just wondering, what are your recollections of her
personally? And then, how she and the grandchildren,
such as Harold, or if you saw her and Richard Nixon together. . . • What type of a relationship do you think that they
had, or do you recall that they had?
HOWE:

I really don't recall.

ARENA:

You weren't that close in THAT type of a situation.

HOWE:

That's right.

ARENA:

Did you ever, say, get to eat in her home yourself? Did
you go along with Harold sometime when he was going there
for any reason?

HOWE:

No.

ARENA:

Did you know about the family reunions of all the Milhouses
and, of course, the Nixons, in that home?

HOWE:

No.

ARENA:

Do you recall those ever taking place?

HOWE:

No, I don't know a thing about these.
I do remember this
though. Oh, along about the time that we was in Sunday
school there, and Mr. Nixon got us, well, I think . .
I was trying to remember who it was. I think it was Riley. It was
Riley McMurray and myself, and Harold invited us to go to the beach
with them after church on a Sunday. So Frank got us all in his big
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old Nash touring car. He had, I think, a 1922 Nash touring {car],
and Frank was a fast driver for them days and us kids, boy, we
really liked that, but they took us to the beach.
ARENA:

Excuse me.
open?

By touring car, was this open, completely

HOWE:

Yeah.

ARENA:

But he could put a top on.

HOWE:

Yeah.

ARENA:

But he could put a top on.

HOWE:

Well, it had a top, but it was no glass.

ARENA:

No. Was the top fixed, or was it one of these tops that
could come down?

HOWE:

No, it could fold down.

ARENA:

I see.

HOWE:

But we went down to Anaheim Landing and, oh, we had a good
time down there doggone. We had hot dogs and hamburgers
and, you know, kids, we played in the water.

ARENA:

That was just the boys too, Harold and

HOWE:

Yeah, Harold and Richard was with 'em, and we all went down
there. I think we done that about twice. And Frank was
always. • . . You know, Frank used to be a motorman. And
he used to run that run from Long Beach over to Balboa [Island, California], and that run right along the beach there, the electric line.
ARENA:

He was not doing that when you knew him.

HOWE:

Oh, no.

ARENA:

You had heard that.

HOWE:

Yes.

ARENA:

Did he himself ever talk about it?

HOWE:

He had done that before that.

Oh, yes. And that's why he got a kick out of going down
there, 'cause he'd watch them P.E. [Pacific Electric] cars
go by. And he says, "Boy, I used to run this run " Boy
those cars went fast through there in those days. Yeah, they went
from Long Beach clear to Balboa. They had a, you know, red car there.
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ARENA:

What else do you recall about Mr. Frank Nixon and his
getting along with you boys? Was this a family routine
thing, his taking Harold and the boys and the boys'
friends down to places like that?

HOWE:

Well, I think so, when he could, you know. He was kind
of confined there too, to the store. And they had a
service station to boot, so he had a lot of work to do.

ARENA:

Did you get the impression, thinking back, that Frank was
kind of trying to teach you boys lessons while he had you
along with him? Did he seem to be interested in, frankly,
shaping your character? Do you think he was kind of
lecturing, but in his own way?

HOWE:

Frank was very stern, and when he said something, you didn't
question it, but he was a good guy. Once you knew him, he
was all right. But he had the upper hand.
If he told
them boys to do something, they done it.

ARENA:

By the boys, you're talking about his own children.

HOWE:

Yeah, that's right.

ARENA:

How about the other children? Say some of you guests who
came along wouldn't listen to him?

HOWE:

Well, we always did, you know. We were brought up that
way. Well, kids were brought up different in those days.
We respected older people.

ARENA:

If you recall, how did Frank get along with your folks and
other grownups at the time?

HOWE:

Well, very good; yup.

ARENA:

Do you recall that he taught Sunday school as well, and
did you possibly ever have Mr. Frank Nixon as a Sunday
school teacher?

HOWE:

No.
I learned a lot about carpenter work from him though,
for sure. He was a good carpenter.

ARENA:

Did he have patience in teaching you, and did he like you,
for example, because you were already fairly good at it?
Did you have a knack for tools?

HOWE:

Yes, I did.

ARENA:

And do you think that made a difference? Can you think of
some youngster who was along who DIDN'T have a knack for it?
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HOWE:

No, I can't but.

ARENA:

And in particular, Richard Nixon?

HOWE:

No. The only thing I can remember about Richard, every
time I'd go up there to play, like, we'd want to play ball,
and Richard would always be reading a book.
It seemed like
he always had his head in a book. And Harold would say, "Come on,
Dick, let's play ball."
"Well, I want to read here a little bit."
"0h, come on, come on." You had to darn near coax him away from
the book.

ARENA:

Where would he be reading? In other words, in the store,
up in his room in the home, or just out on the porch?
Where do you recall seeing him read?

HOWE:

Well, in his house there.
times.

ARENA:

Do you think these were regular school books, or books he
had gotten out of the library somewhere, or even magazines,
if you recall noticing that?

HOWE:

I really don't recall.
I know they were books, but I
never paid much attention to actually what he was reading.

ARENA:

DID you, every once in a while get him to break away from
the books and come out and play with you though?

HOWE:

Oh, yeah, he'd play.

ARENA:

And how was he as a player.

HOWE:

He was younger than us. No, he done all right.
the matter with his playing.

ARENA:

If you remember, did he have any nickname?

HOWE:

No, not that I recall.

ARENA:

And did you call him Richard or Dick, you fellows?

HOWE:

We called him Dick.

ARENA:

How about the parents?
to call him?

HOWE:

I'm pretty sure they called him by his first name, Richard.
I'm pretty sure.
I can hear 01' Frank sayin',"Richard!"
And he really let 'er out. He was loud, but he was a good
guy.

He'd be in the house a lot of

Sure he would.
He was a youngster, of course.
Nothing

Do you recall what they tended
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ARENA:

How about the boys from the standpoint of performing
chores around?

HOWE:

Oh, they worked; they had chores.

ARENA:

What were some chores that you recall seeing Harold and
the other boys, Harold and Richard perform?

HOWE:

Well, like in the service station part there, Harold would
be selling gasoline, you know, putting gas in cars, checking
the oil and tires.

ARENA:

Did he seem to enjoy that?

HOWE:

Oh, yeah. He was good at it too. Yeah, he was good. Then
in the store, Don [Francis Donald Nixon] was always working
around the meat counter and stuff like that.

ARENA:

More than any of the other boys, was Donald the one who
worked with meat usually?

HOWE:

Yeah, I would say that's right.

ARENA:

How about Richard himself, or was he too young to be seen
working as much as the other boys?

HOWE:

No, he worked in the store too. He was sorting potatoes
and stuff like that out in the back there and also up in
the counter.

Yeah, he was the butcher.

ARENA:

Do you recall that period when he used to be in charge of
the fruits and vegetables? This would be around 1930.
He had just graduated from high school, was going to college, and he would go to the market in Los Angeles. Do you recall
that period?

HOWE:

Yeah.

ARENA:

Did you ever possibly go to the market with him?
of the Nixons?

HOWE:

No.

ARENA:

Any idea how that was handled though? In other words, did
you hear Harold talking, "Well, Richard had to get up
early. II And do know how early that would have been?

HOWE:

No.

ARENA:

Or anything like that?

Or any
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HOWE:

I wouldn't know, but I know when you go to market, itls
awful early in the morning, 4 o'clock or before that.

ARENA:

Mr. Howe, how about your own chores at home?
your father expect of you?

HOWE:

Well, actually I didnlt. . . • Of all the kids, I think
I had the least chores.
I had more leisure time than
any of 'em. Well, I had yard work to do and things like
that.

ARENA:

Would that be cleaning the yard, for example?

What did

HOWE:

Well, yeah, things like mowing the lawn and things like
that, but as far as actual chores, why. . . . See, it
wasnlt a farm. We were living in a company house there,
and so my dad worked in this pumping plant and there was nothing
in there that I would be doing, so there'd be just yard work and
going to the store to get groceries and stuff like that. My
mother'd phone in an order and lId go up and pick it up and bring
it back down to the house.
ARENA:

Would your orders be all from the Nixon grocery store, do
you recall?

HOWE:

A good share of 'em, yes, because that was the only store
out there at that time. Before then, we'd have to come
in to Whittier here, to the Golden Rule Store; we'd come
in every Saturday and stock up enough to carry us the whole week.

ARENA:

Do you recall that, from the standpoint of Richard Nixon
in the high school period, say around 1930, did he drive
in to Whittier proper for high school and for college
classes? Do you recall that he did drive a car?

HOWE:

You mean Richard?

ARENA:

Richard in this case, yes.

HOWE:

Well, I know they had a '37 Chevy coupe.
I do remember
that. Don and him had that together. That was their car.
And I think that was about the time, no, 137. He would
have been. . • . Could he have still been in college?

ARENA:

He was finishing law school at that time. That was the
year he graduated from law school at Duke [university].

HOWE:

Right. Why I say that, I know that in 1938 that he had
his office out there in La Habra. I had a house up in
Bakersfield, and I had come back down here to work, and so
I rented the place, and they were back three months on the rent,
and the guy wrote me a check, and I took the check to Frank, and
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Frank cashed the check for me out at his store. Well, the check
bounced, so Frank called Fred (this fellow here) and said, "Say,
is Ralph around?"
ARENA:

And by this this fellow you mean Fred Campbell, your
brother-in-law.

HOWE:

He says, "Is Ralph around?" He says, "Well, heoll be in
at noon." "Well," he says, "Tell him to come out to the
store, will you?" So I went down there and he says, "Hey,
Ralph, your check bounced." I said, "Well, son of a gun. It I think
it was for thirty-five dollars as I recall. Anyway, I said, "Well,
doggone, I hate to take a day off work to go up there to try to
figure that thing out, so I said, III don't know what to do.
And
Frank said, IIWhy don't you go see Richard and have him write him a
letter and maybe he can jar him up."
It

ARENA:

At this point Richard was practicing law.

HOWE:

Yeah, he was practicing. So we went out there.
I told
Richard and took the check.
I said, "See, your dad got
this check back. How about writing a letter and, you
know, shake him up pretty good, or try to get him to put the money
in the bank so this thing won't bounce again." So he did, and as
I recall, I offered him five dollars but he didn't take it. He
said, 1I0h, heck, that's all right. I'll just write the letter.
His dad was in on it too so I think that's why he didn't take the
money.
1t

ARENA:

Do you know if it worked, by the way?

HOWE:

Yes, it did.

The guy made the check good.

ARENA:

You know, Mr. Howe, you're in a position, unlike a lot
of people, of course, who know about the President but
don't know him personally. You're in a position to recall
his growing up, his personality, whether it changed. As you think,
say, from the period when you knew him as a youngster reading the
books and not wanting to play all the time, to the time he was a
lawyer, had he changed much, or did he as a young man or a young
lawyer, seem to have pretty well the same attitudes, the same
characteristics as a youngster?
HOWE:

Right.

ARENA:

You know some fellows, they're very mischievous maybe,
and they straighten out.

HOWE:

No, no.

ARENA:

But in the case of Richard, was he pretty even all the
way?

HOWE:

Even all the way. ThatOs right. Very studious.
think he's got a good head on him, that's right.

Well, I
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ARENA:

Was there any other contact like that that you had with
Richard by the way?

HOWE:

No, that's the only one that I had.

ARENA:

Direct contact after he became a lawyer.

HOWE:

That's right.

ARENA:

How about seeing him, we'll say, when he was in any of
the school plays or any of the debating contests that he
had in school or college? Did you ever happen to be
present at any of those?

HOWE:

No, I never did.
I went to two or three football games
up here at the college and remember seeing him play.
In
fact, Frank sat right in back of us and he hollered down
to Fred and myself. Fred and I went.

ARENA:

Fred Campbell, your brother-in-law.

HOWE:

Db huh. Well, just like that.
"Hi, Fred. tJ
"Hi, Ralph."
I said, lIWell, what's Dick going to do tonight?"
"Well,
I hope he gets off the bench, II he said.
[Laughter]

ARENA:

Just to be sure now, who said that?

HOWE:

Frank.

ARENA:

Mr. Frank Nixon. Now, as a matter of fact when you did
see those games, did you ever see him off the bench?

HOWE:

Yes.

ARENA:

You did.
During what part of the game would it be, near
the end or when they were way ahead? Do you recall the
occasion?

HOWE:

Well, I really don't recall now.

ARENA:

But you didn't see him playa great deal.

HOWE:

I didn't see him playa whole lot, but I have seen him
play, yeah, that's right.

ARENA:

How did he appear to you when he was playing?

HOWE:

All right.

ARENA:

Before this comes to an end, I just want to end on the note
about you and Harold working together. For example, what

I couldn't see nothing the matter with him.
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do you recall about Harold's weIll say, doing his share of the
work? How did he get along with his boss? How did he get along
with you, his fellow-worker?
HOWE:

Good, real good.

That's right.

ARENA:

In other words, good in all those categories.
share of the work?

HOWE:

He done his share, that's right.

ARENA:

And he did get along well with the employer?

He did his

HOWE:

The particular job that we was on, you had to work together, because we was pulling tents, and we was fumigating and pullin' tents, and if one guy lagged back it
made a load for the other guy.
In other words, you could just
ride along and let him do all the work. Well, Harold wasn't THAT
way. And any time you thought a guy was doin' that, just slack up
a bit and you could see who was carrying it.
If it stopped, you
knew the other guy wasn't doing anything. No, not with Harold, by
golly. He was a good puller.
ARENA:

Is there anything else you want to mention, Mr. Howe, now
as this interview is coming to an end? Anything that I
havenlt touched on or brought up in this interview?

HOWE:

No, really, there's nothing more.
I've just kind of given
all the information that I have. At times, you probably
think of things that happened in the past but I donUt know.

ARENA:

I think you remembered quite a bit. Oh, the one point I
recall that I was going to touch on in this minute here,
how about Harold and airplanes? What do you recall about
his interest in airplanes, either models or real planes?

HOWE:

Well, I think when he went to Prescott [Arizona] I do know
that he was interested in flying.
I think he got acquainted
with someone at an airport down there or something.

ARENA:

You don't recall him growing up with that interest though,
in Whittier or East Whittier?

HOWE:

Not in Whittier, no, because he mentioned to me when he
came back from Prescott that he'd been up in a plane several times. He wasn't supposed to be up, but he'd been up
several times. So he must have had the bug to fly, you know, or
something of that sort.
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ARENA:

Mr. Howe, I can't thank you enough for taking the trouble
to come to the office and giving this interview, and
answering all of the questions so frankly and fully and
interestingly. Thank you very much.

HOWE:

Thank you.

..

